May 7
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A TREASURE WORTH SEEKING

Bible Background • PROVERBS 2-3
Printed Text • PROVERBS 2:1-5; 3:1-6, 13-18
LESSON AIM

By the end of the lesson, we will: DEFINE wisdom both in the context of Proverbs and in terms of its practical application to our own lives;

UNDERSTAND the difference between knowledge and wisdom; and

LIST some benefits of wisdom, feel a desire to gain godly wisdom, and decide to seek God’s wisdom in our own lives.

KEEP IN MIND

"Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding" (Proverbs 3:13).

FOCAL VERSES

Proverbs 2:1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.

3:1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:

2 for length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about they neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

3:13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.

15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.

THE PEOPLE, PLACES, AND TIMES

Solomon. Authorship of the book of Proverbs is attributed to Solomon in 1:1; 10:1; and 25:1. However, several sections are attributed to other authors (see 22:17 24:34; 30:1 31:31). Along with Job and Ecclesiastes, Proverbs is known as Israel’s wisdom literature.

In biblical times, Israel’s leadership consisted of three different groups of leaders: the prophets, the priests, and the wise men. The wise men were a distinct class, probably associated with the scribes. The wise men were often involved in the politics and moral issues of the day and were usually skilled writers. Many of them were probably government officials. Generally, the wise men were far less prominent and authoritative than the other leaders. Earnest seekers of life’s lessons, they drew informal disciples from the common people. The wise man often dispensed his wisdom both in a public forum and to those who sought him out privately.

In the Old Testament, the first person who was called "wise" was a woman from Tekoa (2 Samuel 14:1-20). Another wise woman is mentioned in 2 Samuel 20:14-22. Job was a wise man from this period (Job 29:7-25). And Solomon, of course, is the quintessential wise man of the Bible. But there were many other wise men and women who are unnamed in the Bible.

The teaching of the wise men (or women) was often done in public places (see Proverbs 1:20-21), such as the town gate. Later, formal schools were formed where pupils would gather as the wise man shared his wisdom. These teachings were often prefaced with "my son," directing the words of wisdom to any individual who would take heed. The wise men employed imagery, allegory, personification, and even riddles and fables to direct their listeners toward wisdom.

